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Analysis

Both of us enjoyed reporting on LadyFest. The whole experience was quite fulfilling in many ways due to the nature of the assignment and the fact that it was something different from the others. The people we met were cooperative and willing to expose themselves in front of the camera in order to help us. In our opinion there were 2 stages in this assignment and both involved use of different technologies.

Stage 1 (Actual Reporting)
We had a camcorder that recorded on Digital Video tapes. An external microphone helped greatly with the audio quality and since the video generated was digital, it was easy to edit. We used this along with a 3mp Nokia N80 camera-phone that helped us compose a few pictures. Cameras in cell-phones are still not mature enough to take high quality photographs but they are getting more and more ubiquitous. Ours was a high end one and definitely helped get a couple of decent shots. Since reporting on this event was planned, we did not have any further use of the camera-phone which could also be used as a poor quality camcorder. We can foresee greater use of such cameras and equipment as technology improves. All these advances are definitely helping the growth of citizen journalism.

Stage 2 (Composing our report)
We decided to make a webpage because of accessibility of the internet and use of web browsers. The image on the top of our page is a collage of stills from our film edited using Adobe Photoshop. The video clips have been modified using Apple Final Cut Pro to add some notes and shorten the length. Image thumbnails were generated to enable quicker download of the webpage. Our page placement reflects the mindset of having all relevant forms of media that will permit the user to have as close to a “live” experience as possible. The links on the left allow users to research more on the subjects of interest and the video clips, still shots on the right enables easy access to in depth interviews and get a sense of the actual event. Our write-up ends with more information on LadyFest as found on wikipedia.org along with the charities benefited. 

The hardest part of the assignment was composing the report that allowed the user to actually come close to experiencing the event first hand. In order to do this, we had to brainstorm the style of writing, webpage layout, number of pictures, length of videos, auxiliary information, types of pictures, and length of report among other things. 

The easiest part of the assignment was actually getting access to all this information. We managed to get badges that allowed us to walk in and out of the venue without hindrance, performers were willing to speak about themselves and the event for a few minutes, and since everyone had something to share, it enabled us to select interesting bits from a large pool of information.  
